


My own journey to this role has been a diverse one, shaped by my law enforcement, clinical, and legal
experience. This unique blend of backgrounds aligns seamlessly with our Center’s multi-disciplinary team
approach to prevent and treat child sexual abuse, combining skills and expertise across disciplines to build
trust, inspire hope, and empower communities.

As we look to the future, the Center is guided by a set of new strategic goals that will shape our path
forward:

Improving Capacity and Sustainability: Ensuring an optimal level and mix of engaged staff is essential will
enable us to extend our reach to more children in need, providing the crucial support they deserve.

Enhancing Governance: We are dedicated to improving our governance structure to foster transparency,
accountability, and efficient decision-making, all of which are key in advancing our mission.

Creating Innovative Partnerships: We will actively seek and cultivate innovative partnerships that encourage
a trauma-informed perspective in our work.

Increasing Prevention Efforts: We will invest in community efforts that are expansive and effective, working
to prevent child sexual abuse and raise awareness within our community.

Enhancing Responsiveness: We will strive to make our services accessible and responsive to the diverse
needs of all children we serve, regardless of their backgrounds.

With these strategic initiatives in mind, it is essential to acknowledge that the lifelong impacts of untreated
trauma are profound. They encompass chronic physical and mental health problems, increased likelihood of
substance abuse, and even suicide. There are also significant financial implications, with the total lifetime
economic burden of child sexual abuse estimated to be over $9.3 billion. This is a call to action, urging us to
continue our work with even greater determination.

As we enter this next phase of our journey, aiming to impact more lives than the prior year, I am thankful to
you for joining us in our efforts to create a world where child sexual abuse is prevented, hope is restored,
and justice prevails.

Warmly,

Leah Ortiz, LMSW-Clinical, J.D.
President & CEO

FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

Celebrating 30 Years

Dear Friends and Supporters,

I am both humbled and honored to join you as the CEO of the Children's Advocacy
Center of Kent County, as we come together to reflect on our journey in our 30th
anniversary year. Our Annual Report not only marks this significant milestone, but
also serves as a testament to the unwavering commitment of our community
through our mission: creating safe, trauma-informed support, while seeking justice
for child victims of sexual assault.



30 Milestones for 30 Years

1991- The origin,
the girl in the
yellow dress 

1993- First Center building
opens to clients, 901

Michigan St.

2004- Launched Kids
Have Rights to 3rd

grade students

2023- 30th
Anniversary, launch

of Ambassador
Program

To view all 30 milestones, please visit our website.

Seeking Our First 30
Foundational Ambassadors

Endowment Fund

children have been served
over the past 30 years.

As a Foundational Ambassador, you will have an
exclusive opportunity to be part of the legacy of the
Children’s Advocacy Center of Kent County, where
building trust, inspiring hope, and empowering
communities is a priority.

Help ensure access to services for the next
thirty years. 

To help mitigate the impacts of trauma for
survivors now and into the future, please visit

our website to donate to our endowment.

To become a Foundational Ambassador
and help us reach our goal:

-- 5

-- 15

-- 30

Nearly 25,000



Assets
Current Assets
Property and Equipment (Net)
Other Assets (Promises to Give)
Total Assets
Liabilities & Equity
Current Liabilities
Long-Term Liabilities
Equity
Total Liabilities & Equity

Dawn and Mark Kibben
Douglas and Alix
Thompson
Erin Hoffmann and
Elissa Stormo-Hoffman
Ron and Patty Miller
Melissa Vigh
Linda Hoemke
Walter and Roxann
Monroe
Davin and Rashelle
Reust
JD Loeks
Win and Kyle Irwin
Fran and David Miller
Gail and David Scott
Joan Panopoulos

Lyndsay Westdale
Tracy Breihof
John Boeschenstein
John and Vicky Weller
Doug Bellah
Robert and Nancy
Bierenga
Jane Gietzen
Twink Frey
George and Susan
Heartwell
Deborah McNabb
Tonya Porter
Amanda and Justin
Fielder
Karen Kania & Peg
McClure
Dr. Michael and Rebecca
Vredenburg

Robert and Nancy Bierenga
John Boeschenstein

Sue A. Kern

Carolyn Otzman

Finances

Condensed Statement of Financial Postition*

Revenue:

Expenses:

State & Federal
Grants* 

51%

Other Revenue
2%

 Contributions &
Grants

36%

Law Enforcement
11%

Program Services
75%

Program
Management

17%

Fundraising
Expenses

8%

Circle of Care members provide
sustaining support to children on their
journey to healing through a pledge of

an annual gift for five years. 

The following have made a Circle of Care gift during FY23

For a full donor listing, please visit our website.

The following supporters have committed to
a legacy gift in their estate plans

*This project is supported by the Victims of Crime Act, awarded by the
State of Michigan and administered by the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services – Division of Victim Services. Points of view
or opinions contained within this document do not necessarily
represent the official position or policies of the State of Michigan or the
MDHHS-DVS.

This is an unofficial financial report, for an audited financial report
please email djohnston@cac-kent.org

October 1, 2022-September 30, 2023

Thank You to Our
Foundational Ambassadors

Pepè & Leah Ortiz

$325,600
$2,506,152
$262,136

$3,093,888

$81,261
-

$3,012,627
$3,093,888
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Clinical Impact

724 children and 557 caregivers
 received services

Ways You Can
Support the

Center

516
Forensic

Interviews

128
Case

Management
Sessions

89 
Clients

Received
Court

Support

2611
Therapy
Sessions

292
Caregiver
Therapy
Sessions

Host a fundraiser 

Shop our wishlist of items that
support our clients

Volunteer your time or talents
through maintaining a welcoming

environment for our clients

Donate to the Center



This program and topic are so
important. The lesson was clear

and students had the opportunity
to participate and actively learn. I

look forward to teaching the
follow-up lessons and helping

reinforce this important learning
throughout the year!

-1st Grade Teacher

“The Center sat with me to give me
information about what to expect,
how to support my child and most
importantly how to support myself

through such a hard time.”
-Caregiver of a survivor

Our Kids Have Rights team provided
body safety education in 18 public
schools and 12 private and charter
schools serving 25,948 students in

kindergarten-fourth grade.

99% of school staff reported lessons
were engaging, developmentally

appropriate, and effectively delivered.

Kids Have Rights
School Year in Review

967
people received training on how

to recognize, respond to, and
report child sexual abuse

373
volunteer hours provided by

community supporters

Empowering Communities



17th Annual Believe the Child Luncheon
 May 7 | 12-1PM

For more information, please visit cac-kent.org or
email us at info@cac-kent.org 

Board of Directors

Stay Connected

Core Staff

*Not Pictured: Our dedicated multidisciplinary team partners 

Leah Ortiz, LMSW-Clinical, J.D. President & CEO
Misti D eVries Administrative Services Coordinator
Daneil  Johnston Business Manager
Katherine Lange Development & Communications Director

Marian Anderson, LLMSW Family Services Supervisor
Kels ey Klumpstra Intake & MDT Coordinator
Emily Jones  Family Advocate
Monica  Lopez, BA Family Advocate
Jessica Turk Family Care Coordinator

Augustena Baar, BSW Forensic Services Supervisor
Onal ee Roberts, LLMSW Forensic Interviewer
Marcia Van  Soelen, LLMSW Forensic Interviewer 

Alicia Cadena, LMSW Clinical Supervisor
Amber  Jarve, LLMSW Therapist
Samantha Klokkert, LMSW Therapist
Melanie Mays, LPC Therapist
Katie Proctor, LMSW Therapist

Andre a Woller Prevention Services Supervisor 
Sarah Claus Kids Have Rights Educator
Paula Visser Kids Have Rights Educator
Lisa Wodarek Kids Have Rights Educator

Gail Scott
     Board Chair
     Retired, Founder & CEO of MorningStar Health, Inc.

John Boeschenstein
     Immediate Past Chair
     Chief Executive Officer, Davalor Mold Company, LLC

Mary McLoughlin
     Vice-Chair
     Retired Owner/Principal, McLoughlin  
     Communications & Public Relations

Kim Krause
     Secretary
     VP/General Manager, WXMI FOX17

Ed Elsner
     Treasurer
     Chief Financial Officer, Controller, Consolidated  
     Resource Imaging, LLC

Chris Becker
     Chief Prosecutor, Kent County Prosecutor’s Office

Amanda Fielder
    Partner, Warner, Norcross, & Judd

Andrew Fuelling
    Senior Marketing Underwriter, Severson Ridge 
    Environmental Underwriters

Jane Gietzen
    Director - Digital Services, Corewell Health

Damika Houston
     Owner, Therapist, Healing Minds Counseling Services

Kyle Irwin
    Community Advocate

Chief Kimberly Koster
     Chief of Police, Wyoming Police Department

Sheriff Michelle LaJoye-Young
     Sheriff, Kent County Sheriff’s Department

India Manns
     Community Advocate

Fran Miller
     Community Advocate

Savator Selden-Johnson
     Retired-Former Kent County Child Welfare Director

Tracey Silas
     Director, Kent County Department of Health & Human  
     Services

Kelli Smith, CFRE
     President & CEO, UMRC - Porter Hills Foundation

Mercedes Toohey
     Retired Educator

Chief Eric Winstrom
     Chief of Police, Grand Rapids Police Department

Special thanks to our incredible volunteers, including Kent Garden Club for
maintaining our Healing Garden.



Sarah Abel
Kerith Ackley-Jelinek
Joseph and Judy Adamski
AEBetancourt
AFAB Warehouse
Dr. Kirk and Kathy Agerson
Brendan Albert
Amazon Smile
American Legion Post 459
Ameriprise Financial
Amway
Marian Anderson
John Apol
Applied Innovation
Christian Arbour
Peter Armstrong
Alyssa Arnemann
Karen Arnold
Richard and Patti Ashack
Karen and Dave Aupperlee
Deborah Ax
Dr Tricia Baird
Victorine Baker
Baldwin Foundation
Chris and Jeanne Becker
Julie and John Becker
Robert and Gayle Becker
Heather Bell
Doug Bellah
Jeffery and Sue Berlin
Hannah Berry
Jessica Biegalle
Robert and Nancy Bierenga
Gina Biersack
Carmen Bieske
Kimerlee and Rick Billings
Margaret Bishop
Scott Bishop
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Tasha Blackmon
Wayne Blackwelll
Cheryl and David Blair
Carla Blinkhorn
Mary Block
Matthew Blok
Bluewater Partners
Charles and Rebecca Bocskey
John Boeschenstein
Sally Boeschenstein

Elizabeth Boessenkool
Allison Bolen
Christine and Robert Bork
David and Judy Bouley
Kathleen Brach
Liz Bracken
Veronica Bradford
Marc Branca
Lynne Brandsma
David Braun III
Tracy Breihof
Danielle Brown
Jill Brown
Jodi Brown
Buist Electric
David and Angela Burke
Elizabeth Burnson
Bill Bussey
Michele Bussler
Rory Byrne
Michael Cagen
Max Friar
Sharon Caldwell-Newton
Caledonia United Methodist Women
Ellen Carpenter
Jim and Cathie Carpenter
Karen and Leighann Castillo
Cedar Springs Womens Club
Lucien and Lacey Charboneau
Charles M. Gates, Jr. Foundation
Lisa Cicinelli
Courtney Cinglie
Shannon Bales
Laura and Greg Clifton
Lyndsie Cole
Dr. Robert and Julie Connors
Lauren Conrad
Mary & Ali Cook
Corewell Health
Dr. Edward and Linda Cox
Richard & Jean Craig
Steve Crandall
Carol Crawford
Custer, Inc.
Jenny Redes
Erik Daly and Jessica Bloom
Jill Daniels
Katie Daniels
Gwen Dawkins

Debbaudt Investigations LLC
Randy Debruine
Mary Delrue
Steve Deudrinos
Dr. Matthew Denenberg
Andrew Denham
Lana DenHarder
David Denton
Meg Derrer
Chuck and Barb DeVries
Misti and Jon DeVries
Tania DeVries
Charles DeWitt
Anne DeWys
Gerald DeYoung
Diocese of Grand Rapids
Jamie Dionne
Doornink Foundation
Douglas and Maria DeVos Foundation
Jaclyn Douglass
Greta and Ashleigh Draft
D.E. Duba
Chelsea Dubey
Carol Dwyer
William Dykstra
Travis Earley
Eastminster Foundation Trust
Rosalind Ebrom
David Echelbarger
Bethann Egan
Samantha Egnatuk
Wendy Elam
Gene Ellens
Tim and Gail Emmitt
Barbara Erhards
Steve Eriksson
Leonica Erwin
Carla Ethen
Susan Farrar
Sandy Feddes
Kathleen Feeney
Bill and Cecile Fehsenfeld
Amanda and Justin Fielder
First National Bank
Linda and Fred Fish
Dr. Robert Fitzgerald
Joanne Fowler
Amanda Fox
John Francis

Donors
We are sincerely grateful and honored to acknowledge the following donors
who have given to the Children's Advocacy Center of Kent County between
October 1, 2022 and September 30, 2023. We have made every attempt to
ensure the accuracy of this information.  If you have any questions regarding
the following list, please contact info@cac-kent.org.



Jeffrey and Sheila Frank
Frank B. & Virginia V. Fehsenfeld
Chartable Foundation
Twink Frey
Frey Foundation
frontstream
Colleen Fuelling
Christine Garland
Ruth M. Gaudard
Juliette S. Gauss
GBU Financial Life District 707
William Gibson III
Jane Gietzen
Vic and Sue Gillis
Mark and Tami Glover
Anna Goddard
Godlan, Inc.
Chris Goehring
Katie Golomb
Barbara Gordon
Brie Goubeaux
Cindy Gould
Grand Rapids Community
Foundation
Grand River Bank
Gray Insurance Agency Inc.
Greek Ladies Philoptochos
Society
Deena and Art Green
Green Light Business Technology
Mark and Deborah Greiner
Stephen and Susan Grey
Patricia Griswold
Lori Grover
Daniel Grzywacz
Carola Gulick
Jeffrey Gurney
Richard and Carol Hackbarth
Andrea Haidle
Andrea Haines
David and Elizabeth Hamm
Brian and Karey Hamrick
Hanover Insurance Group
Danelle Harris
Julie Haveman
Brent Hawkins
Kirk and Tatum Hawkins
George and Susan Heartwell
Mike and Dana Hebreard
Terri Hegarty
Mary Hellenbrand
Mike Hendricks
Travis Henkaline
John & Kristy Hepp
Justin Herrema
Ken and Jane Hilbert

Linda Hoemke
Heather Hoezee
Erin Hoffmann and Elissa Stormo-
Hoffman
Ronald and Heidi Hofman
Karen Holman
Charles Homeyer
Susan Hood and Anne Vlckek
Sgt Matt Hooker
Rachel Horos
Fred Host and Mary Pollock Host
Damika Houston
Hugh and Sue Hufnagel
Hulst Jepsen Physical Therapy, Inc.
Genevieve Ingram
Intandem Credit Union
Integrity Business Solutions
Emily Irish
Sara Irwin
Win and Kyle Irwin
Irwin Seating Company
Erin Jackson
Joseph Jackson
Susan Jackson
Hope James
James and Catherine Haveman
Family Foundation
Melissa and Paul Janes
Rachel Jansheski
Amber and Robert Jarve
Erin Jarve
Erin Jeffrey
Laura Jeltema
Mary Jean Jennings
Andrew Jester
Beth and Adam Jester
Brandy Johnson
Jacquelyn Johnson
Samantha Johnson
Andrew Jones
Jessie Jones
Mike & Cara Jones
Samuel Jones
Carissa Judy
Julie Kammeraad
Aaron Kamphuis
Karen Kania & Peg McClure
Mary Kasem
Jean Katt
KCLEA Charity Outing
Keller Foundation
Brendan Kelly
Mary Kelly
Kent County Medical Society Alliance
Foundation
Kent Garden Club

Kent Intermediate School District
Kathy Kenyon
Asad Khaja
Dawn and Mark Kibben
Patricia King
Suzanna King
Samantha Klokkert
Mike Klumpstra
Abbe Knorek
Ingrid Kocaj
Kim Kohlhoff
Korff Foundation
John Kosak
Chief Kim Koster
Marlene Kowalski-Braun
Elizabeth Kozak
Miranda Krajniak
Joan Krause
Mary Kretschman
Michele Krick
Dawn and Michael Kulak
Ann Kuzee
L & L Bookkeeping
Laffmore Fund
Michelle LaJoye-Young
Joanne Lambert
Madelaine Lane
Katherine and Harrison Lange
Annemarie Lebioda
Megan Leestma
Chris Legg
Jenna Lenzi
Amy and Jeffery Little
Katherine Little
JD Loeks
Monica Lopez
Shirley Lurtsema
Heidi and Brandon Lyon
Kathleen MacDonald
Laura Macka
Daniel and Andrea Maison
Bill and India Manns
Melissa Marsh
Marie Masso
Harold and Angie Mast
Douglas Matthews
Melanie Mays
Dr. James and Susan McCarthy
Lexy McCulloch
Antoinett McCutchen
Penny and Terry McDonald
Beau and Beka McDowell
Thomas McGarry
Kimberly and Ryan McLaughlin
Mary McLoughlin and Martin Quinnan
Deborah McNabb



Stephanie McNamara
Bobbie and David Medema
Meijer, Inc.
Larry and Mary Martha Melendy
Mercantile Bank of Michigan
Shannon Merenuk
Fran and David Miller
Ron and Patty Miller
Charisse Mitchell
Modern Woodmen
Bonnie Monhart
Walter and Roxann Monroe
Rose and Brent Montague
Seth Montague
James Monterusso
Laura Morris
Julie Morrow
Kate Morton
Tessa and Bryan Muir
Gretchen and Joe Murphy
Peggy Murphy
Mark and Elizabeth Murray
Shirley Neitzel
Patty Neva
Scott and Marcy Nicholson
Sonia Noorman
James O'Connor
Terri O'Connor
Open Systems Technologies
Scott and Karen Orr
Leah and Pepe Ortiz
Rebekah Ostosh
Judy Ostrander
Carolyn Otzman
Elyse Palmer
Joan Panopoulos
Steven and Molly Parker
Theresa Pawloski
Peter C. and Emajean Cook
Foundation
Julie and Jim Petrie
Lesa A. Petrucci
Richard Petrucelli
Jen Phelps
Nate and Sarah Phillips
Margaret Pilgrim
Polish Heritage Society
Angie Pope
Tonya Porter
Caterina Pountney
Premco Financial Corp.
Sara and Scott Preston
Tom Price
Priority Health
Rand and Pamela Putterman
Michelle Rabideau

Meredith Rafferty
Jennifer Rapanos
Mary Reagan Shapton
Alexis Reame
Jenny Redes
RJ Regan
Davin and Rashelle Reust
Kimberly Richardson
Steve and Brenda Rider
Lori Rincones
River City Fund
Hue Robinson
Jin Roche
Ronald and Debra Roden
Leslee Rohs
Robert Roth
Alison Rugg
Kelly Rusnell
Kate Ryske
Jan and Fred Sabin
Mary Ann Sabo
Samuel L. Westerman Foundation
Robert and Helen Sanford
Kelly Savage
Kevin and Jacqueline Schafer
Courtney Schievink
Jeffrey Schilling
Sharon Schmidt
William Schoonveld
Marlene Schuhman
Sally and Bob Schultz
Natalie and Kyle Schwarting
Marianna Scimeca
Gail and David Scott
Scott Wizig Family Fund
Scripps Howard Foundation
Secchia Family Charitable Trust
Vicki Seidl
Scott Seifferlein
Bruce and Kim Seitz
Savator Selden-Johnson
Janelle Shankin
Susan Shannon
Namita Sharma
Joanna Shaw
Grace Shearer
Justin Sheldon
David & Kaya Sheppard
Terri Sierzant
Nikita Sietsema
Tracey Silas
Brent and Diane Slay
Jeff and Mary Sluggett
Kim Slupe
Andrea Smith
Greg and Amber Smith

Jalisa Smith
Hon. Sara Smolenski and Linda Burpee
Josef Soper
Richard Sottile
Mary Ellen Sparks
Corinne Sprague
Sharon Sprague
Helen and Robert Sprite
Diane St. Claire
Tricia Stacer
Starbucks Foundation
Steelcase Foundation
Sheriff Larry and Iris Stelma
Priya Stemler
The Steve & Amy Van Andel Foundation
Wendy Stock
Lori Stone
Jim and Linda Stotenbur
Stryker
Sun Title Agency
Dr. Kathryn Swanson
Sweers Family Charitable Fund
Daryl Targosz
Edwin Thauer
The Carls Foundation
Douglas and Alix Thompson
Robert and Jeanne Tiggleman
Dan and Tania Tomaszewski
Mercedes Toohey
Wanda Toohey
Julieta Tornes
Michael Toth
TR Data Srategy
Mel Trombley
Jessica Turk
Corey Turner
Sandy and Dave Turner
Amy Turner-Thole and Nick Turner
Diane Turnwall
Stephen and Anne Tuuk
Andrea Van Denend
Michael and Loni Van Denend
Tess Van Dongen
Melvin and Sharon VandeGevel
Tracy Vandenack
Aletta Vander Plaat and Daniel Lorenz
Janice Vanderhorn-Brown
Amanda VanFossen
Joan VanSolkema
Emily VerWys
Melissa Vigh
Melissa Villarreal
Michael Visser
Paula Visser
Judy Vocino
Dr. Michael and Rebecca Vredenburg



W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Bill & Pat Waanders
Jana Wallace
Latasha Wallace
Warner Norcross + Judd
Mark and Wendy Wassink
Dean and Jolan Webster
Wege Foundation
John and Vicky Weller
Weller Family Foundation
Steven and Lynn Wendt
Rick and Chris Wenner
Melissa Werkman
Lyndsay Westdale
Aaron and Wendy Wetzel
Margaret Wheeler
Jessica and Clay Hatinger
Brad & Kelsea Wierenga
Lonna Wiersma
Darcy Wilcox
Pheonix Wilcoxson
Kaylen Williams
Lizzie Williams
Kim and Neal Wilmore
Susan Wilson Keener
Eric Winstrom
Dr. Cheryl Wolfe
Marcia and George Wolfe
Jacqueline Wolters
Dr. Richard Wood
Rita Woodruff
Dr. Barbara and Gilbert Wynn
Gordon and Tammy Yaeger
Bruce Young
YourCause, LLC
Michelle Zimmerman
Zoe Carmichael Consulting


